1 EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT? 27 NATIONAL PROCEDURES!

Since elections to the European parliament are in fact national elections, we have to be aware that we can not have candidates nominated by the transeuropean level.
Democratically relevant are only nominations by citizens that are entitled to cast their votes afterwards in the election. Which means that we have to have, at least officially 27 national candidate selection processes.

Delays for pre- |‘2009 elec- Threshold rate to get
senting the lists [Legal age [Legal prerequisites for presenting a list ions day [Launch of the official campaign 1 candidate elected
Nr. of (before the elec- [to vote Number of
r.of [Constitu- ion day) / others |/ to be requested candi- [Security deposit (1) / Paying for printing bal-

National Election authorit igati candidateRegistered Required number of supporters lots (2

No threshold
deputies from the same linguistic area than the Preference system
andidate and set number of
la simple candidate list 000 French speaking, 5000 Dutch speaking and andidates elected by
200 German speaking; supporters have to pres- onstituency (based on
Ministry of Interior2 8 days3 18/21 ent an excerpt of the voters’ register th June months before the election inguisti

200.000 Czech Crowns (10.000 € ?) for ballot
printing;
Central Election Board - Appoint- 10 000 CZK (600€) deposit
ed by Government; staff provided Political parties and move- Cost of Campaign compensated if 1% of votes plus
by Ministry of Interior 66-60 days4 18/21 ments 30 Czech Crowns (1€) p
48 days

No threshold
0 signatures required for parties with candidates Proportionnal repre-
lalready elected at previous elections No such official campaign i
Ministry of Interior 4 weeks before 18/18 Political parties 2% of the last election voters for new parties th June  |Possibility to campaign at anytime

b) Electoral committee of Helsinki
as national election authorit

political party or constituency|maximum of 20 hat voting rights in Finland otes
lassociation i th June Hondt method

a) Ministry of Justice - for reg- onstituency associations must count 2000 No threshold
istration of political parties and members to present at least one candidate Proportionnal represen-
“constituency associations” 100 voters have to support; declaration on honor ation and preferentilal

13



Delays for pre- |‘2009 elec- Threshold rate to get
enting the lists  [Legal age |Legal prerequisites for presenting a list ions day |Launch of the official campaign 1 candidate elected
Nr. of (before the elec- to vote Number of
r.of (Constitu- ion day) / others |/ to be requested candi- ecurity deposit (1) / Paying for printing bal-
eats |encies [National Election authority bligations andidateRegistered party ates equired number of supporters lots (2)

Deposit
2934,70€
Political parties having elected having already
Party or coalitions of parties [22 candidates elected candidates and having reached 1,5% voters
Greece 22 1 Court of Justice 17 days 18/25 ladmitted maximum No at last elections get subsidies [7th June |30 days before the elections 3%

49 and 48. days
before election,
between 8 a.m and
4 p.m declaration
lof intention to par-

ticipate No threshold
41 til 39 day before but threshold iof 4%
lelection lists of Between 30 000 min. and 35 000 max. per lcurrently in debate

candidates to be lconstituency Proportional election per
presented ? =150 - 175 000 for Ital 6-7th June [30 days lconstituenc

Ministry of Interior

No threshold
No Preferential vote similar
Istate subvention approximately proportionate to the 0 proportional vote as

ote is given to the an-
other chosen candidate
as soon as a candidate
has reached or failed to
No official period reach the required rate.

number of votes they received in the last election....
Cost of campaign cab be paid back if candidate is
lelected (max 38 000€)

For individual candidates must be supported by  [Possibility to send one free mailing per voter in the
60 voters from the same constituency candidates’ constituency

Returning officer, appointed by
ministry (of Justice?); issues
Ireland nomination papers 30 days over 1 week

7th June

18/21

Party or candidate

Central Election committee
standing authority), candidates
rom diverse backgrounds
Ministry of justice, lawyers’

bar association, political par- 65 for registering 20 monthly average salaries per list as election

ies) - Vyriausioji rinkim komisija [party and for pre- deposit
Superior Electoral Commission) {senting list; Parties having obtained at least 3% of seats, can
and local electoral commissions (34 days for submit- no less than 5 and have up to 25% of their total expenditures 30 days at late for the official campaign (5%

Campaigning is allowed before the official [Proportional and prefer-
lential vote

savivaldybi / apylinki rinkim ing all candidates’ lonly a political party can not more than 26 The State pay for political parties programme re-
Lithuania komisijos, data and documents [18/21 present candidates candidates? leases and ads on national TV and radios

[7th June  [date (but expenses are acounted
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Delays for pre- L2009 elec- Threshold rate to get

enting the lists [Legal age |Legal prerequisites for presenting a list ions day |Launch of the official campaign 1 candidate elected

Nr. of (before the elec- [to vote Number of
r.of [Constitu- ion day) / others |/ to be requested candi- ecurity deposit (1) / Paying for printing bal-
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15 voters who form an “elec-
ion committee” can present
list8
Election commission of each
onstituency to which the
0 days for declara- lists are to be presented 10.000 signatures per constituency from voters
ion about intention mostly at level of Voivode) byminimum of 5and  [from the same constituency No threshold
0 participate he electoral representative  jmaximum of 10 =130 000 for Poland Use successivelu Hondt
40 for presentation of the election committees  [candidates per con- method and Hare-
Poland National election office i il 12. istituency i Not decided|90 days before Niemeyer

Central Election Committee =
even judges of Supreme Court registered political parties  [Number of seats +  [Min. of 200 000 signatures for political parties
plus representatives of political only (also for elections to 10 = 43 candidates {Min. 100 000 signatures for independent can-
Romania (33 parties 18/23 i ? per li Not decided|! month before

%

Central election Commission at political parties registered Proportional and pref-
Ministry of Interior/Statistical ith the ministry of the lists of 14 candidates 1700<€ election deposit, compensated if 2% of erential vote (Drrop
Slovakia office as standing authorit interior onl otes obtained 6th June method

4%

Proportional and prefer-
1500; simple “declaration of support” Parties or lists have to bear costs for ballot printing, ential vote (if candidate
February of Election registered party, but possibly if the political party has not elected candidates at and deliver them to the voters’ offices. Paid back if reach 5% of his list
Central Election Authority ear IS0 voters’ lists European parliament more than 1% votes [7th June  No official period otes)

(Footnotes)

1 4 (Flanders without Hal-Vilvorde, Wallonie without German speaking community, Bruxelles-Capital plus Hal-Vilvorde, German-speaking community) But Belgium distinguishes between constituency and electoral colleges of which 3 exist according to the three language communities. Each electoral college has its own “bureau principal de college” at the Tribunal de Tere instance
2 Ministry of the interior as national election authority; it provides for standard forms for the list of candidates, the financial report etc. The three “bureau principal de college” are at Namur (French speaking electoral college), Malines (Dutch speaking electoral college) and Eupen (German speaking electoral college)

3 58. day before the election day (Friday) at the bureau principal de college between 14 and 16 o’clock or Saturday between 9 and 12 o'clock. Where lists have to be submitted is made known 3 days before that day (61 days before the elections) -- cette “chasse au trésor” n'est pas une histoire belge -- List has to be presented by one of three supporters designated by
candidates which can not be candidates themselves. List may not contain more candidates then seats available in constituency, and the same number of Ersatz candidates (suppléants). Candidates have to declare their language (f, nl, de) There is a quota system, 50% men, 50% women, gender of candidates has to alternate on the list, if head candidate is a man, his Ersatz
has to be a woman or vice versa.

list to be presented by contact persons plus two deputies who can not be candidates,

consists of persons seconded by certain authorities and Judicial Courts. Mandate of 4 years; issues standard forms

elected by government on proposal or Ministry of Interior at least 51 days before voting day - Ministry of Interior is supervising authority; it issues official standard forms

each candidate must present a number of documents, including CV and an income statement, confirmed by the Lithuanian taxed authority. Citizens of other EU member states are explicitly allowed to be candidates. Such candidates must give some additional information specified in the law.

they become financially fully responsible for the campaign expenses of the election committee. In order to register at the State Electoral Committee, they have to be supported by 1000 voters (not necessarily residing in the constituency).

there exist even subsidies for the campaign, but they have to be compensated if the list does not obtain 5% of the votes
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